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Houghton-le-Spring, 

February,  1912. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of 
Hougiiton-le-Spring. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I liave  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  for  your  consideration 
and  acceptance  my  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the  Vital 
Statistics  and  other  matters  of  importance  coming  within  your 
jurisdiction  as  the  Sanitary  Authority  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1911. 

Appended  to  my  Report  are  the  various  Tables  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  numbered  respectively  I.,  II.,  III.,  and  IV. 
You  will  observe  that  Table  V.  has  been  done  away  with,  and  that 
the  other  Tables  have  been  re-arranged. 

In  order  that  the  text  of  my  Report  may  be  more  readily 
and  easily  understood,  the  following  particulars  will  prove  of 
great  assistance. 

Table  I.  deals  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  whole  District 
during  the  year  1911,  and  previous  years. 

Table  II.  gives  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
the  year  1911. 

Table  III.  gives  the  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  the 
year  1911. 

Table  IV.  gives  the  Infant  Mortality,  1911.  Nett  deaths 
from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  one  year  of  age. 

By  referring  to  Table  I.  wTe  shall  find  that  383  deaths  have 
been  registered  within  the  district  during  the  year. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  in  estimating  the  mortality,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  to 
persons  belongingto  the  district,  as  well  as  non-residents,  or  those 
persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  other 
causes  and  dying  in  Public  Institutions  there;  so  that  after 
making  the  necessary  corrections  and  alterations,  we  find  the  total 
number  of  deaths  upon  which  our  mortality  must  be  based 
becomes  increased  to  414.  If  we  estimate  the  population  at  the 
middle  of  the  year  (Census  population),  as  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  at  25-518,  this  is  equivalent  to  a death-rate 
of  1G‘2  per  1,000  per  annum,  and  an  infant  mortality  of  50'7 
per  cent. 

The  rate  per  thousand  births  registered  is  156'3. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  death-rate  per  1,000  from  the* 
principal  Zymotic  diseases,  including  Phthisis  Pulmonalis  and 
the  acute  diseases  of  the  lungs  for  the  last  three  years. 


No. 

Diseases. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1 

Small -Pox 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

•2 

•04 

•07  ! 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

•2 

•1 

•07 

4 

Typhoid  and  Continued  Fever 

•2 

•1 

•3 

5 

Measles  ... 

•7 

•04 

*16 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

•2 

•08 

•1 

7 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery  and  Enteritis 

•4 

•6 

1-6 

8 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis  ... 

•4 

•6 

*7 

9 

Acute  Diseases  of  the  Lungs 

2 5 

3-2 

3-2 

10 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

’7 

•2 

•5 

11 

Zymotic  Death  Pate  ... 

1-9 

•96 

1-4 

Births. — The  births  for  the  year  number  940 — 490  males  and 

kJ 

450  females — representing  a birth-rate  of  36‘8  per  1,000  per 
annum,  and  a gain  to  the  population  of'  526. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births — -male  and 
female — including  birth-rate  for  the  last  four  years:- — 


Year. 

Total 

Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Rate 
per  1,000. 

Total 

Increase. 

1908 

734 

365 

369 

41-4 

409 

1909 

917 

475 

442 

38-6 

578 

1910 

968 

492 

476 

39-2 

607 

1911 

940 

490 

450 

36-8 

526 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness. — The  Notification  Act  was 
adopted  by  your  Council  in  January,  1890.  The  following  table 
gives  the  cases  notified  during  the  present  and  the  previous 
years  : — 


Diseases. 

1910. 

1911. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

130 

83 

Typhoid  Fever... 

13 

52 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9 

15 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

33 

44 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

Chicken  Pox  (not  notifiable  before  this  year) 

0 

79 

Small  Pox 

0 

14 

Phthisis  ..  ...  ... 

0 

3 

Total 

186 

290 
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As  you  know,  gentlemen,  it  is  my  invariable  practice  to  visit 
and  inspect  the  premises  occupied  by  the  patients,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible  after  receiving  the  Notification  Forms — usually 
on  the  same  day  as  that  on  which  the  Notification  Forms  are 
received — and  to  give  such  instructions  as  to  isolation  and  disin- 
fection as  the  nature  of  the  illness  may  require. 

We  are  a mining  population,  with  a relatively  high  birth 
rate,  and  as  our  houses  are  chiefly  of  the  cottage  property  class, 
the  resources  of  the  family  are  often  severely  taxed  in  order  to 
provide  sleeping  accommodation  for  the  children,  with  a proper 
regard  for  the  separation  of  the  sexes,  so  that  home  isolation, 
as  a rule,  is  a physical  impossibility. 

We  have  a well-equipped  Hospital,  which  is  supported  out  of 
the  rates,  so  that  no  charge  is  made  for  the  maintenance  and 
treatment  of  cases. 

There  is  certainly  a growing  desire  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
munity at  large  to  avail  themselves  of  hospital  relief  when  suf- 
fering from  infectious  sickness.  Still  there  are  a few  persons  who 
refuse  such  relief  on  the  ground  that  the  case  is  a mild  one,  or 
that  the  worst  is  past.  When  pointed  out  to  them  that  by  per- 
mitting the  sick  to  remain  at  home,  the  infection  is  liable  to 
spread  to  other  members  of  the  family,  they  simply  reply  that  if 
the  other  members  of  the  family  are  to  take  the  disease,  no  amount 
of  precaution  will  prevent  it — in  other  words — that  precaution 
is  no  protection. 

It  is  impossible  to  reason  with  such  persons.  They  are  too 
wilfully  ignorant  to  be  enlightened  or  to  listen  to  common  sense. 
It  is  all  very  sad  and  disappointing,  as  many  of  the  secondary 
cases  might  be  prevented,  and  the  infectious  sickness  of  the 
district  much  reduced  if  the  ordinary  precautions  were  adopted. 
The  sick  and  healthy  frequently  share  the  same  room,  so  that 
practically  little  or  nothing  is  done  to  safeguard  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  or  to  prevent  the  infection  from  spreading  to  the 
adjoining  neighbours.  True,  those  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  are  not  allowed  to  go  out  of  doors  until  all  fear  of  infection 
is  over,  as  they  are  severely  cautioned  as  to  the  consequences  of 
such  conduct,  but  persons  from  the  outside  are  often  freely  ad- 
mitted to  the  sick  chamber,  with  the  result  that  they  carry  the 
infection  to  others.  Surely  there  is  something  defective  in  the 
Public  Health  Act  that  permits  such  indiscriminate  visiting  at 
infected  houses. 

Disinfectants. — These  are  supplied  free  of  charge,  and  your 
Inspector  himself  frequently  superintends  their  use.  Eleven  tons 
of  carbolic  disinfecting  powder  have  been  used  during  the  year 
for  disinfecting  the  drains  and  out-offices,  and  large  quantities  of 
liquid  disinfectants  and  sulphur  candles  have  been  supplied  to 
persons  for  home  use. 


6 


The  Portable  Disinfecting  Apparatus. — The  apparatus  is  worn 
out,  and  is  useless  as  a disinfecting  chamber,  so  that  for  fully  a 
year  past  we  have  not  been  able  to  use  it  with  anything  like  satis- 
faction. Owing  to  its  worn  condition,  it  was  having  a destructive 
effect  upon  the  things  disinfected,  so  that  the  people  naturally 
refused  to  use  it.  In  one  or  two  cases,  your  Council  had  to 
replace  things  thus  damaged. 

Hospital  Accommodation. — The  Infectious  Hospital  is  built  of 
corrugated  iron,  and  was  erected  in  1893.  In  addition  to  the 
administrative  block,  it  has  three  w^ards,  each  of  which  is  pro- 
vided with  four  beds.  Two  additional  wards,  each  to  accom- 
modate four  beds,  with  a nurse’s  sitting-bedroom  attached  to  each, 
are  being  erected,  along  with  a fixed  disinfecting  chamber.  The 
additional  accommodation  will  be  a great  convenience,  and  the 
nurses’  sitting-bedrooms  will  enable  us  to  keep  each  block  separate 
and  distinct,  so  that  when  two  or  more  diseases  are  under  treat- 
ment at  one  and  the  same  time,  all  fear  of  infection  spreading 
from  one  ward  to  another  will  be  reduced  to  a minimum. 

The  fixed  disinfecting  chamber,  too,  will  be  a great  improve- 
ment on  the  portable  disinfecting  apparatus  which  was  both  heavy 
and  unwieldy,  and  required  two  horses  to  draw.  The  bed  and 
bedding  of  the  patients  could  be  taken  to  the  hospital  for  disin- 
fection in  some  light  vehicle  kept  for  the  purpose.  This  arrange- 
ment would  do  much  to  allay  the  susceptibilities  of  those  who 
foolishly  imagine  that  the  apparatus  is  only  necessary  for  persons 
of  untidy  and  dirty  habits. 

The  new  Matron  is  a trained  and  Certificated  Nurse  in  infec- 
tious diseases,  and  her  husband  has  had  long'  experience  in  hos- 
pital work — including  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  management 
of  the  disinfecting  chamber  and  the  carrying  and  removing  of 
patients,  so  that  you  have  been  singularly  fortunate  in  having 
secured  the  services  of  two  such  capable  persons. 

Conjoint  Small  Pox  Hospital. — The  above  Hospital  is  for  the 
use  of  the  whole  Union.  Owing  to  the  threatened  outbreak  of 
Small  Pox  in  the  Penshaw  district,  in  the  month  of  February 
last,  the  hospital  had  to  be  provided  with  extra  beds,  and 
tents  had  to  be  erected  for  the  use  of  the  contact  cases.  Every- 
thing was  done  in  an  expeditious  manner,  and  great  credit  is 
due  to  the  Medical  Superintendent  for  the  energy  and  enterprise 
he  displayed.  He  gave  me  every  assistance  in  promptly  receiv- 
ing the  cases,  and  I offer  him  my  sincere  thanks. 

Small  Pox. — On  Februarv  9th,  I wrote  to  the  Local  (Tovern- 
ment  Board  as  follows : — 
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“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ In  my  weekly  Returns  for  the  Rural  District  of 
Houghton-le-Spring,  you  will  observe  I have  returned  a case 
of  Small  Pox. 

“Last  Wednesday,  February  8th,  I was  asked  to  see  a 
case  at  Bell  Street,  Old  Penshaw,  by  the  Medical  Attendant. 
After  a careful  review  of  the  symptoms  and  a close  exam- 
ination of  the  copious  and  characteristic  eruption  which  was 
most  marked  on  the  face  and  wrists,  I formed  the  opinion 
that  the  case  was  one  of  Small  Pox.  I was  strengthened  in 
that  opinion  by  the  fact  that  the  palms  of  the  hands  and 
the  soles  of  the  feet  were  alike  affected.  I have  seen  hun- 
dreds of  cases  of  Small  Pox  in  my  time,  and  would  not  have 
hesitated  for  a moment  as  to  the  correctness  of  my  diagnosis 
had  there  been  the  slightest  evidence  to  show  that  the  man 
had  in  any  way  been  exposed  to  the  infection.  He  is  a 
miner,  aged  53  years,  and  had  not  been  away  from  home 
for  months,  except  to  Chester-le-Street  with  his  wife  tie 
week  before  his  illness.  The  case  was  at  once  removed  to 
the  Small  Pox  Hospital.  The  man  was  examined  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Hospital,  who  wrote  to  me  to  say  that  they  both 
agreed  in  my  diagnosis.  The  bed  and  bedding  were  thor- 
oughly disinfected,  and  the  rooms  fumigated  with  sulphur. 
I am  keeping  the  rest  of  the  family  under  the  closest 
supervision. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  he, 

“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“Your  obedient  Servant, 

“D.  S.  Park.” 

On  February  16th,  I wrote  a further  report  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  as  follows  : — 

“The  Local  Government  Board,  Whitehall,  London. 

“ My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“ The  wife,  daughter,  and  son  of  the  Small  Pox  case- 
which  occurred  at  Bell  Street,  Old  Penshaw,  and  which  I 
reported  to  your  Lordships  on  February  9th,  were  to-day 
removed  to  the  Conjoint  Small  Pox  Hospital,  suffering  from 
Small  Pox.  The  eruption  was  just  making  its  appearance, 
and  judging  from  their  present  condition,  the  cases  are 
likely  to  he  of  a mild  type — modified,  no  doubt,  by  vaccina- 
tion. When  I reported  the  case  on  the  9th  inst.,  I was 
unable  to  give  any  information  as  to  the  source  of  the 
infection,  as  according  to  the  statement  of  the  man  and  his 
wife,  he  had  never  been  from  home  except  to  Chester-le- 
Street  the  week  before  his  illness,  nor  had  he  been  visited 
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at  liis  home  by  any  friends  from  the  outside.  From  the 
information  I have  since  received  through  the  courtesy  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
I was  misinformed. 

kk  The  facts  are  these  : A man  named  Marsden  arrived  in 
Liverpool  on  December  31st  of  last  year  from  Hew  York, 
where  he  had  been  staying  in  a common  lodging  house, 
where  cases  of  illness  with  papular  rash  existed. 

ktHe  brought  home  with  him  an  under  vest  which  he 
had  got  from  one  of  the  sick  lodgers  in  the  lodging  house. 
He  went  direct  from  Liverpool  to  Uswortli  Colliery,  and  on 
January  10th,  he  noticed  spots  on  his  chest.  The  cicatrices 
on  his  back  and  arms  are  still  visible.  On  the  night  of 
January  27th,  and  on  subsequent  occasions,  he  stopped  at 
Crabtree’s,  Old  Penshaw.  While  at  Ls worth,  he  was  stay- 
ing with  a brother-in-law  named  Ashley.  On  the  26th 
January,  Ashley  took  ill  and  developed  spots  on  his  face 
and  arms  resembling  those  of  Small  Pox.  Marsden  was 
frequently  at  the  house  of  Thornton,  who  is  another  relative. 
Thornton  is  now  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Small  Pox  Hos- 
pital, suffering  from  the  disease.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  Marsden  is  the  person  who  has  conveyed  the  infection. 
Notwithstanding  the  denials  of  the  Crabtrees,  I am  certain 
persons  have  been  visiting  at  their  house.  The  few  such 
persons,  known  to  me,  are  under  observation. 

“ To-day  I am  sending  Mars  den’s  married  daughter  and 
a young  son — who  are  all  of  the  family  left  at  home — to  the 
Small  Pox  Hospital,  so  as  to  have  the  house  closed  and 
thoroughly  fumigated  and  disinfected. 

‘k  As  it  is  impossible  to  get  the  truth  with  respect  to 
visitors  and  visiting,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  fresh  cases 
will  crop  up. 

“I  am  sending  another  son  of  Marsden  to  the  Hospital. 
He  is  staying  with  a married  daughter  at  Old  Penshaw, 
and  I came  across  him  on  my  rounds  of  inspection. 

k<He  was  taken  ill  on  Saturday  last;  it  seems  he  vomited 
frequently  and  had  severe  headache.  He  has  only  a few 
spots  on  him  but  it  is  an  undoubted  case  of  modified  Small 
Pox.  I have  discovered  that  Marsden  stayed  with  a son-in- 
law  of  his  in  Front  Street,  Penshaw.  The  family  left  for 
Washington  a fortnight  ago,  and  there  is  a fresh  tenant  in 
the  house.  Besides  keeping  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  acquainted  with  fresh  developments,  I am  keeping 
a close  observation  upon  all  persons  known  to  me  who  have 
visited  at  any  of  the  affected  families;  and  every  precaution 
is  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  from  spreading.” 

In  all,  14  cases  of  Small  Pox  and  30  contact  cases  were  sent 
to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital. 
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Tlie  cases  were  the  result  of  direct  infection,  and  the  infection 
in  the  first  instance  was  brought  into  the  district  by  Marsden 
i'roin  America. 

In  addition  to  other  Reports  which  I sent  to  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  and  County  Council,  I kept  your  Council  well 
acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  epidemic,  and  the  measures 
we  were  taking  to  stamp  out  the  disease,  and  I think,  gentlemen, 
we  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having  brought  the  epidemic  to 
such  an  early  and  successful  termination.  At  one  time  there 
were  justifiable  fears  that  the  infection  might  be  carried  to  other 
parts  of  the  district.  Fortunately,  however,  we  were  successful 
in  confining  it  to  that  portion  of  the  Penshaw  district  in  which 
it  first  broke  out. 

Two  of  the  cases  were  semi-confluent — the  rest  were  discrete. 
All  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy  except  one.  This  was  one  of 
the  semi-confluent  cases,  and  was  the  worst  of  the  lot.  Although 
the  first  case  had  been  re-vaccinated  when  in  the  Army,  the 
vaccination  was  not  successful,  inasmuch,  as  according  to  the 
man's  own  admission,  he  took  deliberate  means  to  prevent  it. 

Tuberculosis. — Compulsory  Notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis. (1st)  By  public  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908, 
provision  was  made  for  Compulsory  Notification  of  cases  occur- 
ring’ among  inmates  of  Poor  Law  Institutions,  and  among’  persons 
under  the  care  of  the  District  Medical  Officers. 

(2nd)  By  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis  in  Hospitals)  Regula- 
tions, 1911,  notification  extended  to  cases  occurring  among  in- 
door patients  at  Hospitals,  or  inmates  in  Institutions  supported 
otherwise  than  by  rates  and  taxes. 

(3)  By  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1911, 
notification  made  general  from  1st  January,  1912,  and  Local 
Authorities  are  empowered  “ To  supply  such  medical  assistance, 
facilities,  and  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  detecting  the 
disease,  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection,  and  for  remedy- 
ing conditions  favourable  to  infection.”  A Register  is  to  be 
kept  by  the  Medical  Officer,  which  Register  is  to  be  considered 
a confidential  record.  Forms  are  to  be  provided  free  for  the  use 
of  Practitioners,  and  a fee  of  2s.  6d.  to  be  paid  for  each  notifica- 
tion. 

Now  that  the  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  made 
compulsory,  proper  provision  must  be  made  for  Sanatorium 
treatment. 

When  the  question  of  providing  such  treatment  was  before 
your  Council,  it  was  decided  to  deal  with  such  cases  as  they 
arose  until  sufficient  data  could  be  obtained  to  enable  you  to 
arrive  at  some  approximate  estimate  of  the  number  of  cases  your 
Council  might  be  called  upon  to  provide  for. 
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This  is  a big  question,  gentlemen,  and  in  my  bumble  judg- 
ment, if  we  are  to  derive  anything  like  the  good  results  which 
the  Act  is  intended  to  confer  upon  the  nation  at  large  by  stamp- 
ing out  the  disease,  proper  and  adequate  Sanatoriums  must  be 
provided  all  over  the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  State. 

Typhoid  Fever. — I reported  to  your  Council,  gentlemen,  on 
September  28th,  that  we  were  threatened  with  an  outbreak  of 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  gave  you  a list  of  the  cases  up  to  date  along 
with  particulars  with  regard  to  the  date  of  notification,  residence 
of  the  patients,  the  conditions  found  on  my  rounds  of  inspection, 
and  the  means  we  were  taking  to  arrest  the  spread  of  the 
disease.  I pointed  out  that  Typhoid  Fever  was  a seasonal 
disease  and  that  this  was  the  time  of  year  when  such  outbreaks 
usually  occur.  I further  commented  upon  the  fact  that  Sanitary 
Authorities  were  watching  with  much  concern  to  see  what  effect 
such  a phenomenal  summer  was  likely  to  have  upon  the  public 
health— especially  in  regard  to  Typhoid  Fever. 

The  continued  drought,  and  the  intense  heat,  combined  with 
the  enormous  and  persistent  swarms  of  house  flies,  made  it 
impossible  to  keep  food  stuffs  in  anything  like  a wholesome 
condition.  The  out-offices,  too,  were  most  offensive,  causing  a 
feeling  of  nausea,  and,  in  some  cases,  actual  sickness  among- 
some  of  the  occupiers. 

At  Sunniside,  for  example,  I was  told  by  some  of  the  resi- 
dents that  during  the  hot  weather,  the  out-offices  were  so  foul 
and  offensive,  that  in  a few  cases  maggots  were  seen  coming 
through  the  hatches. 

I have  repeatedly  remarked,  gentlemen,  both  in  my  Annual 
and  other  reports,  that  such  outbreaks  usually  occur  suddenly 
and  without  any  warning.  Months  may  elapse  without  a single 
case  being  notified,  when  suddenly  several  cases  are  notified  at 
one  and  the  same  time.  As  a rule,  subsequent  cases  occur  close- 
to  cases  of  a prior  date. 

These  sudden  outbreaks — occurring  as  they  usually  do  in 
clusters  in  different  parts  of  the  district  at  one  and  the  same 
time— point  to  some  common  cause,  and  that  common  cause,  in 
my  judgment,  is  the  specifically  contaminated  out-offices.  These 
receptacles,  as  you  know,  gentlemen,  are  usually  close  to  the 
pantries  and  back  doors,  and  are  liable  to  become  very  offensive 
during  the  hot  summer  months.  As  a seasonal  disease,  the 
Typhoid  bacillus  is  more  active  at  certain  times  of  the  year  and 
under  certain  conditions  than  at  other  times.  The  present  sum- 
mer, for  example,  has  been  peculiarly  favourable  for  the  develop- 
ment and  propagation  of  the  bacillus,  and  where  the  disease  has 
previously  existed,  it  is  only  natural  to  suppose  that  the  out  offices 
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must  contain  them  in  large  numbers,  for  as  a rule,  before  the  ill- 
ness is  recognised,  the  evacuations  of  the  patients  are  thrown  into 
the  receptacles  without  any  attempt  at  disinfect  whatever. 

The  out-offices  are  emptied  usually  once  a week,  so  that  in  dry 
weather,  the  dust  is  liable  to  be  blown  about  and  to  be  inhaled 
and  swallowed  by  the  neighbours,  and  the  water,  food  stuffs,  etc., 
to  become  contaminated. 

This  is  especially  likely  to  occur  where  long  rows  of  houses 
are  set  back  to  back,  with  a back  street  between  them  in  which  the 
water  stands  are  erected,  as  in  Sunniside. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  I was  told  by  many  of  the  residents  of 
Sunniside,  that  during  the  scavenging  of  the  out-offices,  it  is 
impossible  to  prevent  the  water  from  getting  contaminated. 

In  order  to  emphasize  my  meaning,  I cannot  do  better  than 
repeat  here  what  I said  in  my  Report  for  the  year  1907  : — 

“ Many  of  our  streets,  as  you  know,  gentlemen,  are  set 
back  to  back  with  a wide  back  street  between  them.  The 
back  streets  are  chiefly  used  in  the  ordinary  affairs  of  the 
daily  life  of  the  people.  The  mats,  carpets,  pit  clothes,  etc., 
are  shaken  in  the  back  streets  and  while  the  scavenging  is 
going  on,  the  milkman,  the  butcher,  the  grocer,  and  green- 
grocer may  all  be  seen  delivering  or  hawking  their  goods 
from  door  to  door.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  how  much  of  our  Summer  Diarrhoea  and  infec- 
tious sickness  may  be  contracted  in  this  way.  Before  the 
water  was  laid  on  to  the  houses  in  Herrington  and  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  street  standards  done  away  with,  the  danger 
of  the  contamination  of  the  water  in  open  vessels  while  being 
carried  from  the  taps  to  the  houses  was  very  great.  It  is 
with  much  pleasure,  therefore,  that  I am  able  to  state  that 
the  colliery  owners  are  quite  prepared  to  put  the  water  into 
the  houses  at  Sunniside  and  Aewbottle  upon  the  same  terms 
as  prevail  at  Herrington  and  throughout  the  county  of 
Durham  generally.  I trust  the  miners  and  others  interested 
in  the  question  will  give  the  matter  their  serious  considera- 
tion. If  carried  into  effect,  it  would  add  greatly  to  the 
comfort,  of  the  home  and  practically  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
tamination of  the  water  in  open  vessels  to  which  I have  re- 
ferred and  which  is  a real  danger  to  the  public  health.” 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  gentlemen,  that  so  far  as  Sunni- 
side is  concerned,  nothing  came  of  the  negotiations. 

I may  mention  that  since  the  street  taps  at  Greorge  Streets 
East  and  West,  Aew  Herrington,  were  done  away  with,  some 
years  ago,  by  an  arrangement  entered  into  between  the  Colliery 
Company  and  the  Miners’  representatives,  typhoid  fever  has 
been  almost  unknown  in  these  streets.  Under  the  old  system, 
the  disease  was  very  prevalent. 
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By  a perusal  of  tlie  list  of'  cases,  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the 
22  notified  from  October  21st  to  the  end  of  the  year,  15  took 
place  at  Sunniside  alone.  This  extraordinary  fact  caused  me  to 
turn  my  attention  to  the  main  sewers,  which,  on  being  opened 
out  and  examined,  were  found  to  be  in  a very  defective  condi- 
tion. The  joints  were  open,  and  the  levels  were  all  wrong.  I 
at  once  advised  your  Council  to  lay  down  a new  sewer  and  to 
have  the  yard  drains  relaid  with  cement  joints,  and  properly 
trapped.  The  work  is  now  in  hand  and  will  soon  be  completed. 
The  Colliery  Company  willingly  and  promptly  agreed  to  put 
down  new  yard  drains,  and  to  reconstruct  all  the  old  privy 
ash-pits. 

Water. — The  South  and  Middle  Bows  are  supplied  with  the 
ITougditon  water  from  stand  pipes  in  the  back  streets  close  to 
the  ash  closets.  This  is  not  a satisfactory  arrangement  and  I 
have  had  several  interviews  with  Mr.  Kirkup,  Chief  Agent  to 
the  Colliery  Company — who  are  the  owners  of  the  whole  of 
Sunniside — with  a viewT  of  having  the  water  taken  into  the 
houses.  He  is  corresponding  with  the  Miners’  representatives, 
and  is  quite  willing  to  make  the  alterations  upon  the  same  terms 
as  prevail  in  other  parts  of  the  district.  I sincerely  hope, 
gentlemen,  that  an  arrangement  will  be  come  to,  as  the  present 
state  of  things  is  attended  with  great  danger. 

North  Sunniside  is  supplied  with  the  Herrington  water  in  a 
similar  way ; the  only  difference  being  that  the  taps  are  on  the 
other  side  of  the  back  street,  away  from  the  ash-pits. 


The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  the  condition  of  the  drains  and  sewers,  and  of  the 
water  supply  at  Sunniside  : — - 

Sunniside  consists  of  three  rows  of  houses — 

South  Bow  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48  houses. 

Middle  Bow  ...  54  ,, 

North  or  Stone  Bow  ...  ...  ...  54 


Total  ...  ...  156  ,, 

The  houses  are  poorly  built,  and  have  suffered  consider- 
ably from  subsidence. 

Out=Offices. — South  Row.— There  is  one  ash-closet  for 
houses  1 and  2,  and  46  privies  and  23  asli-closets  combined 
for  the  remaining  40  houses ; mostly  in  a dilapidated  con- 
dition, several  doors  being  off,  and  the  roofs  in  a bad  state 
of  repair — see  houses  33  and  34  for  example. 

Middle  Roiv. — There  are  52  privies  and  26  ash-closets 
combined — the  ashes,  in  many  instances,  being  put  through 
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a sanitary  pipe  fixed  in  the  side.  This  is  not  a good  arrange- 
ment. Hinged  seats  to  lift  np  should  be  provided. 

North  or  Stone  Row. — The  end  houses  have  separate 
closets,  and  the  rest  have  one  ash-pit  for  every  two  houses 
and  a privy  to  each  house.  When  the  hatches  are  near  the 
ground,  the  ashes  and  night  soil  have  to  be  thrown  out  into 
the  street  before  being  filled  into  the  carts.  All  the  privy 
ash-pits  should  be  converted  into  properly  constructed  ash- 
closets. 


Drainage. — South  and  Middle  Roivs. — The  sewers  were 
not  relaid  when  the  main  Drainage  Scheme  was  carried  out. 
The  pipes  are  open  at  the  joints,  and  will  have  been  con- 
siderably affected  by  pitfalls. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  branch  drains  to  the 
houses.  The  tenant  of  Ao.  17  complains  of  a most  offensive 
smell  from  a hole  in  the  yard — probably  caused  by  sewer 
gas  escaping  from  the  branch  drain.  There  is  a 9-inch 
seAver  on  each  side  of  the  back  street  for  each  How.  The 
sewers  and  branches  should  be  relaid.  A good  sewer  up  the 
middle  of  the  street  would  make  the  best  job,  and  the  old 
sewers  at  the  sides  could  remain  for  surface  water. 

Stone  Row. — -This  sewer  comes  from  Aewbottle,  and  is  in 
fair  order.  The  branch  drains  were  connected,  but  not 
overhauled  at  the  time  it  was  laid.  The  drain  belonging 
Ao.  28  is  stopped.  The  tenant  informs  me  it  has  a sharp 
bend  in  it;  this  should  not  be.  The  road  and  footpath,  in 
wet  weather,  are  in  a very  dirty  state.  There  are  a number 
of  dirty  people  who  keep  their  yards  very  untidy. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  is  supplied  from  Stand  Pipes. 
One  near  to  where  there  have  been  several  cases  of  Enteric, 
is  close  to  an  ash-closet.  It  would  be  much  better  laid  into 
the  houses. 

Yard  Gullies.. — The  gullies  are  of  the  deep,  old  fashioned 
type,  and,  through  want  of  attention,  become  offensive.  It 
would  be  better  if  self-cleansing  gullies  were  substituted. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Mok,ley, 

Sanitary  Surveyor. 

November  loth,  1911. 

List  of  Typhoid  Cases. — January  4th. — The  first  case  notified 
was  that  of  a man  aged  24  years,  living  at  Haglan  Eow,  Phila- 
delphia. Was  eating  mussels  on  December  24th,  and  was  ill 
from  that  date 

January  17th.— -2nd  case.  A man,  aged  20  years,  Fenton 
Terrace,  Aew  Herrington. 
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January  18th. — 3rd  case.  A woman,  29  years.  Sedge! etcli. 

March  18th. — 4th  case.  A lad,  IT  years.  Moorsley.  House 
damp  and  below  ground  level.  Condensed  milk. 

May  17th. — 5th  case.  A girl,  4 years.  Shine y How.  Yard 
drain  choked  up.  Niece  died  from  same  disease  in  Northern 
Hospital. 

June  10th. — 6th  case.  A man,  25.  East  Eainton.  Privy 
ash-pit  in  front  of  house  full  and  offensive. 

July  21st. — Tth  case.  A man,  28  years.  Newbottle. 

September  4th. — 8th  case.  A man,  18  years.  Bank  Head. 
Scavenging  neglected.  Had  been  working  in  foul  water  in  pit. 

September  4th. — 9th  case.  A woman,  30  years.  Grasswell. 
Henroved  to  Hospital. 

September  6th.- — 10th  case.  A man,  24.  Grasswell.  Had 
Pneumonia  as  well. 

September  11th.- — 11th  case.  A man,  26.  Victoria  Terrace. 
Manure  in  field  opposite  house  very  offensive.  Condensed  milk. 

September  13th. — 12th  case.  A girl,  8 years.  Spring 
Gardens.  Gullies  in  front  and  behind  house  offensive  and  choked 
up. 

September  14th. — 13th  case.  A boy,  9 years.  Victoria 
Terrace.  Street  gully  at  back  door  offensive.  When  cleaned 
out,  sludge  often  allowed  to  remain  in  street  for  days.  Hospital. 

September  18th.- — -14th  case.  A woman,  27.  Bank  Head. 
Ash-pit  full  and  pantry  damp.  Hospital. 

September  19th. — 15th  case.  A boy,  17  years.  Victoria 
Terrace.  Heard  of  case  a week  before  notification.  Condensed 
milk. 

September  21st. — 16th  case.  A man,  32.  North  Sunniside. 
Out-offices  offensive.  Hospital. 

September  22nd. — 17th  case.  A man,  30  years.  Newbottle. 
Out-offices  offensive. 

September  23rd. — 18th  case.  A man,  22  years.  Bank  Head. 
Brother  had  typhoid  last  year. 

September  26th. — 19th  case.  A girl,  14  years.  Winters 
Terrace,  Penshaw.  House  damp.  Hospital. 

September  29th. — 20th  case.  A woman,  21  years.  Sbiney 
How. 

October  1st. — 21st  case.  A man,  32.  Hedworth  Terrace, 
Shiney  How.  Hospital. 

October  2nd. — 22nd  case.  A boy,  14  years.  Middle  Sunni- 
side.  Was  in  habit  of  exercising  himself  round  Sewage  Farm,  in 
preparation  for  some  race. 

October  4th. — 23rd  case.  A girl,  7 years.  Was  ill  in  bed 
when  father  was  removed  to  Hospital. 

October  7th. — 24th  case.  A girl,  4 years.  Middle  Sunniside. 
Ash-pit  offensive. 

October  11th. — 25th  case.  A girl,  8 years.  Notified  on 
October  8th,  but  form  not  received  before  October  11th.  Sleep- 
ing in  same  room  with  other  members  of  the  family. 


October  13th. — 26th  case.  A man,  41  years.  North  Spring 
Gardens.  Street  drains  out  of  order. 

October  15th. — 27th  case.  A boy,  19  years.  Shiney  How. 
Brother  sleeping  in  same  bed  with  patient. 

October  21st. — 28th  case.  A woman,  29  years.  Rainton 
Street,  Penshaw.  Brother  died  in  Sunderland  Fever  Hospital 
a year  ago  from  same  disease.  Hospital. 

October  21st. — 29th  case.  A man,  30  years.  Father  of  case 
24.  Hospital. 

October  22nd. — 30th  case.  A man,  30  years.  Newbottle. 
Living  on  same  landing  as  case  17.  Out-offices  offensive. 

October  24th. — 31st  case.  A girl,  20  years.  Middle  Sunni- 
side. 

October  24th. — 32nd  case.  Sister  of  above,  12  years.  Noti- 
fication dated  October  24th  not  handed  in  until  the  26th.  Out- 
offices  offensive.  Maggots  crawling  under  hatches.  Hospital. 

October  26th. — 33rd  case.  A boy,  15  years.  North  Sunni- 
side.  Hospital. 

October  28th. — 34th  case.  A man,  47.  Middle  Sunniside. 
Out-offices  very  offensive. 

October  28th. — 35th  case.  A girl,  10  years.  South  Sunni- 
side.  Hospital. 

October  28th. — 36th  case.  A sister  of  above,  12  years.  South 
Sunniside.  Ash-pit  full  and  offensive.  Hospital. 

October  29th. — 37th  case.  A boy,  10  years.  Son  of  28th 
case.  Hospital. 

November  5th. — 38th  case.  A girl,  19  years.  Middle  Sunni- 
side. Hole  in  yard  communicating  with  yard  drain,  through 
which  rats  came  into  yard.  Out-offices  offensive.  Hospital. 

November  9th. — - 39th  case.  A boy,  9 years.  Son  of  28th 
case.  Hospital. 

November  lltli. — 40th  case.  A man,  42  years.  South  Sunni- 
side. Hospital.  Out-offices  offensive. 

November  15th. — 41st  case.  A man,  28  years.  Douglas 
Terrace.  Penshaw.  Removed  to  Hospital. 

November  20th. — 42nd  case.  A boy,  14  years. 

November  20th. — 43rd  case.  A brother  of  above,  17  years. 
South  Sunniside.  Hospital.  A child  of  the  family  had  been  ill 
from  diarrhoea,  a few  weeks  before  illness.  Out-offices  offensive. 

November . 24th. — 44th  case.  A girl,  16  years.  Middle 
Sunniside.  Sister  of  case  37. 

November  24th. — 45th  case.  A woman,  20  years.  Middle 
Rainton.  Badly  kept  house.  Hospital. 

November  27th. — 46th  case.  A woman,  30  years.  Southern 
Isolation  Hospital. 

N ovember  29th. — 4 Oh  case.  A man,  33  years.  New  Penshaw. 
Ill  with,  rheumatism  six  weeks  before  admission  to  Hospital. 
House  damp,  and  badly  ventilated  and  kept. 

December  3rd. — 48th  case.  A girl,  18,  sister  of  cases  41  and  42. 
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December  13th. — 49tli  case.  A boy,  4 years.  Son  of  case  27. 
Hospital. 

December  13th. — 50th  case.  A boy,  4 years.  Garden  Place, 
Penshaw.  Pantry  damp;  yard  defective.  A ever  use  milk. 
Hospital. 

December  23rd. — 51st  case.  A boy,  G years.  Case  of  acute 
pneumonia.  A week  after  admission  to  Hospital,  temperature 
fell  from  103  to  97,  with  regular  crisis. 

December  25th. — 52nd  case.  Aurse  at  Aorthern  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Scarlet  Fever  is  due  to  the  ordinary  causes — 
indiscriminate  visiting  at  infected  houses  and  a disregard  of  the 
ordinary  precautions.  Some  of  the  cases  were  in  the  peeling 
stage  when  I called  on  my  rounds  of  inspection,  so  that  no  pre- 
cautions whatever  had  been  taken  to  prevent  the  infection  from 
spreading*  to  others.  This  is  often  due  to  the  mildness  of  the 
type  ; in  such  cases,  the  nature  of  the  illness  is  not  even  suspected 
until  the  peeling  process  has  set  in. 

Erysipelas. — There  was  nothing  special  about  the  erysipelas 
cases,  nor  did  my  rounds  of  inspection  reveal  anything  defective 
about  the  premises  or  out-offices. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — It  will  be  observed  that 
the  two  diseases  are  grouped  together  in  the  Tables  of  the  Local 
Gove r n me n t B o a r d . 

You  will  remember,  gentlemen,  that  I commented  upon  an 
outbreak  of  diphtheria  at  High  and  Low  Moorsley  in  my  last  year’s 
Report,  at  some  length,  and  give  you  full  particulars  as  to  what, 
in  my  judgment,  had  led  to  the  outbreak.  By  a perusal  of  the 
list  of  cases  for  the  present  year,  giving  the  age,  sex,  residence, 
and  date  of  Aotification,  of  the  patients,  with  particulars  of  the 
conditions  found  on  my  rounds  of  inspection,  you  will  observe  that 
the  outbreak  did  not  cease  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  was  con- 
tinued  well  into  the  middle  of  the  present  year.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  High  and  Low  Moorsley  is  far  from  satisfactory,  so 
that  it  is  not  surprising  that  20  of  the  46  cases  notified  belonged 
to  these  places  alone. 

The  defects  pointed  out  in  my  Reports  to  your  Council  were 
promised  to  be  attended  to,  but  very  little  lias  been  done  in  the 
way  of  making  up  the  streets  and  footpaths  and  providing  proper 
chanelling  and  spouting.  Many  of  the  houses  are  of  a poor  class, 
and  allow  the  rain  to  enter  in  wet  weather.  The  out-offices,  too, 
are  of  the  old  privy-ashpit  type,  and  in  the  summer  months  are 
liable  to  become  very  offensive. 

The  rats  about  the  place,  I understand,  have  been  attracted 
by  the  offal  or  slaughter-house  refuse  deposited  in  a field  a little 
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way  from  High  Moorsley,  and  only  a short  distance  from  the 
Moorsley  School.  The  Moorsley  School  has  been  thoroughly  over- 
hauled, and  the  drains  have  been  relaid,  and  proper  cups  have 
been  provided  for  the  children  to  drink  out  of,  so  that  there  is  now 
no  necessity  for  them  to  put  their  mouths  to  the  lavatory  taps 
when  they  want  a drink.  The  objectionable  and  disgusting  prac- 
tice of  sharing  chewing  gum  that  has  been  in  the  mouth  with  each 
other,  has  very  properly  been  strictly  forbidden. 

In  reviewing  the  cases  as  a whole,  it  will  be  seen  that,  with 
few  exceptions,  the  insanitary  conditions  usually  associated  with 
the  disease,  were  found  in  every  case. 

I had  no  reason  whatever  to  suspect  water  or  milk  contamina- 
tion. As  a matter  of  fact,  the  families  were  getting  their  milk 
from  different  sources,  while  some  were  using  condensed  milk, 
and  a few  no  milk  at  all. 

I have  frequently  remarked,  gentlemen,  that  diphtheria  was 
formerly  chiefly  confined  to  large  centres  of  population,  but  in 
these  days  it  is  more  common  in  Rural  Districts  than  in  crowded 
cities.  In  my  judgment,  the  altered  incidence  of  the  disease  is 
due  to  the  water  carriage  system  for  the  night  soil,  which  is  now 
so  universally  adopted  in  towns  ; and  to  the  want  of  such  a system 
in  the  rural  districts.  As  I have  said,  certain  conditions  favour 
the  growth  and  multiplication  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus  outside 
the  human  body,  so  that,  as  a Health  Authority,  it  is  wrell  for  us 
to  give  those  conditions  our  serious  consideration.  I cannot  do 
better,  therefore,  than  repeat  wdiat  I said  in  my  last  year’s  report 
when  dealing  with  the  question  : — 

“ The  bacillus  of  diphtheria  is  very  hard  to  kill,  and  may 
live  outside  the  human  body  for  months  in  a more  or  less 
dormant  condition,  and  then  spring  into  active  life  again 
when  it  gets  into  a throat  rendered  less  resistant  by  disease, 
such  as  Tonsilitis,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  etc.  Milk  is  one 
of  the  chief  carriers  of  the  disease,  but  as  experiments  have 
shown,  the  bacillus  dies  in  water  after  a few  days,  so  that  the 
water  supply  is  not  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  media  through 
which  it  usually  enters  the  body.  The  aggregation  of  chil- 
dren at  school,  too,  plays  an  important  part  in  the  spread  of 
the  disease.  In  some  schools  the  children  put  their  mouths 
to  a common  tap  when  they  want  a drink,  and  borrow  from 
each  other  pens  and  pencils  and  not  infrequently  put  them 
to  their  mouths.  Kissing  and  exchanging  with  each  other 
chewing  gum  and  sweets  that  have  been  in  the  mouth,  and 
other  acts  of  a like  kind  which  children  are  apt  to  commit 
are  all  contributory  causes.  The  drilling  of  children  in  the 
open  playground  in  the  raw7  winter  months  without  any 
headgear  on  is  liable  to  cause  throat  affection,  and  thus  pre- 
dispose them  to  the  disease.  As  in  the  case  of  Typhoid  Fever, 
.certain  families  are  more  susceptible  than  others  to  dipli- 
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theria.  The  month,  of  November,  when  the  weather  is  cold 
and  raw,  is  the  time  of  year  when  epidemics  reach  their 
maximum. 

“ As  a Health  Authority,  gentlemen,  it  is  most  important 
for  us  to  know  the  insanitary  conditions  usually  associated 
with  the  disease,  the  most  important  of  which  are  water- 
logged conditions  of  the  soil  and  dampness  generally,  want 
of  proper  drainage,  improper  or  defective  spouting,  improper 
or  defective  footpaths,  back  streets,  and  yards,  defective 
channelling,  defective  scavenging,  and  filthy  conditions 
generally.  Suspected  cats  should  be  destroyed,  as  they  often 
suffer  from  the  disease  in  a chronic  form,  the  chief  symptoms 
of  which  are  a Chronic  Catarrh  and  a progressive  wasting  of 
the  flesh. 

“ The  only  way  to  lessen  the  risks  and  safeguard  the 
district  from  such  outbreaks  is  to  take  active  measures  to  put 
down  all  insanitary  conditions,  especially  those  enumerated 
above,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  a regular  and  systematic 
inspection  of  the  district  and  by  rigidly  keeping  the  scaven- 
ging contractors  up  to  the  conditions  of  their  contracts,  the 
most  important  of  which  is  to  insist  upon  the  contents  of  the 
out-offices  being  thrown  direct  into  the  carts  in  place  of  on  to 
the  ground,  so  as  to  lessen  the  risks  of  surface  pollution.'' 

List  of  Diphtheria  Cases. — January  2nd. — 1st  case.  A boy, 
aged  4 years  ; High  Moorsley.  Removed  to  Hospital.  Con- 
densed milk.  Yard  drain  choked  up.  Street  ventilation 
offensive. 

January  11th. — 2nd  case.  A boy,  3 years.  A brother  of  the 
above. 

January  14th. — The  3rd,  4th  and  5th  cases.  Mother  and  two 
daughters,  aged  46,  9 and  7 years.  Hazard  Pit,  East  Rainton. 
Condensed  milk.  Privy  ash-pit  in  front  of  house  insanitary  and 
offensive.  Scavenging  neglected. 

January  17th.- — The  6th  case.  A girl,  5 years.  High 
Moorsley.  Removed  to  Hospital.  Condensed  milk.  Offensive 
large  open  ashpit.  Scavenging  neglected. 

January  20th. — The  7th  case.  A man,  aged  35  years.  Low 
Moorsley.  Pantry  damp;  privy  offensive.  Ashpit  in  front  of 
house  used  by  several  tenants.  Cesspool  near  to  house. 

January  24th. — The  8th  case.  A girl,  9 years.  Low  Moorsley. 
Never  used  milk.  Cesspool  for  slop  water  within  a few  yards 
of  the  house ; when  cleaned  out,  the  sludge  is  put  on  to  an  ash 
heap,  which  is  only  a hole  in  the  ground— a few  yards  from  back 
door — and  left  there  until  ashpit  is  cleaned  out.  Rats  about  the 
place. 

January  30th. — The  9th  case.  A boy,  9 years.  Complained 
of  smells  in  class  room  at  school.  House  well  kept.  Rats  about 
the  place.  Removed  to  Hospital. 
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February  1st. — lOtli  case.  A girl,  5 years.  High  Moorsley. 
Condensed  milk.  Offensive  open  ash-pit. 

February  2nd. — lltli  case.  A boy  aged  16  years.  High 
Moorsley.  Secondary  case. 

February  3rd. — 12th  case.  A girl,  7 years.  Chandlers  How, 
Shiney  How.  Using  goats  milk.  Front  room  damp. 

February  4tli. — The  13th  case.  A boy,  7 years.  High. 
Moorsley.  Hoorn  damp. 

February  12. — The  14th  case.  Man  aged  28  years.  Low 
Moorsley.  Removed  to  Hospital.  House  of  a poor  type — Walls 
damp.  Using  no  milk. 

February  17th. — -The  15th  case.  A girl,  8 years.  High 
Moorsley.  Walls  damp. 

March  6th. — The  16th  case.  A girl,  9 years.  Double  How, 
Penshaw. 

March  8th. — The  17tli  case.  Girl  aged  6 years.  High 
Moorsley.  Kitchen  damp.  Hats  in  roof  of  house. 

March  9th. — The  18th  case.  Boy,  11  years.  Garden  Place, 
Penshaw.  Removed  to  Hospital.  Yo  milk,  and  house  badly 
kept.  Yard  bad;  out-offices  full. 

March  13th. — The  19th  case.  Girl,  24  years.  Low  Moorsley. 

April  2nd. — The  20th  case.  Boy,  6 years.  East  Hainton. 
Removed  to  Hospital.  Hot  using1  milk. 

April  4th. — 21st  case.  A girl,  4 years.  High  Moorsley. 
Hats  seen  in  yard. 

April  8th.— The  22nd  case.  A boy,  8 years.  High  Moorsley. 
3rd  case. 

April  16th. — The  23rd  case.  A girl,  7 years.  Front  Street, 
Penshaw.  Removed  to  Hospital.  Street  gulley  offensive. 

April  18th. — 24th,  25tli,  (April  22nd)  26th,  and  (April  26th) 
27th  cases.  Two  boys  and  two  girls,  aged  13,  9,  7,  and  5 years. 
High  Moorsley. 

May  5tli. — The  28th  case.  A girl,  3J  years.  Sunniside 
Y orth . 

May  13th.- — The  29th  case.  A eurl.  Low  Moorsley.  Yard 
drain  choked  up. 

May  25th. — The  30th  case.  A girl,  18  years.  Silkswortk 
Colliery.  Removed  to  Hospital. 

May  31st. — The  3.1st  case.  A woman,  20  years.  Long  How, 
Shiney  How.  Removed  to  Hospital. 

July  17th. — The  32nd  case.  Girl,  18  months.  Front  Street, 
Dubmires.  Yard  drain  offensive. 

July  24th. — The  33rd  case.  Boy,  aged  9 years.  Low  Moors- 
ley.  Been  from  home;  returned  with  sore  throat. 

July  28th. — The  34th  case.  A boy,  5 years.  Low  Moorsley. 
Removed  to  Hospital.  Front  room  damp.  Offensive  open  ash 
pit. 

August  5tli. — The  35th  case.  A boy,  10  years.  Beatrice 
Terrace,  Shiney  How.  Was  at  seaside  day  before  he  took  ill. 
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August  6th. — The  36th  case.  A girl,  6 years.  Beatrice  Ter- 
race, Sliiney  Row.  Was  at  seaside  day  before  illness. 

September  9th. — The  37th  case.  A boy,  aged  8 years.  Eden 
Terrace,  Sliiney  Row. 

September  27tli. — The  38th  case.  A boy,  4 years.  High 
Moorsley. 

October  19th. — The  39th  case.  A boy,  8 years.  Shop  Row, 
Philadelphia. 

October  28th. — The  40th  case.  A woman,  26  years.  South- 
ern Isolation  Hospital. 

November  24th. — The  41st  case.  A girl,  5 years.  Milburn 
Terrace,  Sliiney  Row. 

December  17th. — The  42nd  case.  A girl,  5 years.  Yictoria 
Terrace,  Penshaw. 

December  31st. — The  43rd  case.  A girl,  18  months.  Middle 
Sunniside. 

December  31st. — The  44th  case.  A girl,  2\  years.  Jane  Pit, 
Junction  Row. 

Antitoxin  is  supplied  to  poor  persons  through  your  Medical 
Officer  free  of  charge. 

Influenza. — -We  have  had  something  like  the  usual  amount  of 
Influenza  during  the  year.  During  the  prevalence  of  the 
typhoid  epidemic,  many  of  the  cases  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
illness  were  supposed  to  be  cases,  of  Influenza.  The  complica- 
tions and  duration  of  the  disease  are  less  severe  and  protracted 
than  formerlv. 

fj 

Notwithstanding  that  the  winter  and  early  spring  are  the 
times  when  it  is  most  prevalent,  icy  cold  winds  usually  deter- 
mine an  outbreak. 

Chicken  Pox. — You  will  remember,  gentlemen,  that  owing  to 
the  threatened  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  at  Penshaw  in  the  month 
of  Eebruary,  I advised  your  Council  to  make  Chicken  Pox  a 
notifiable  disease  to  the  end  of  the  year  as  an  extra  precaution 
against  the  spread  of  the  disease.  My  recommendation  was  at 
once  adopted.  I was  asked  to  see  a few  cases  of  a doubtful 
character,  but  I had  no  difficulty  in  pronouncing  them  to  be 
cases  of  Chicken  Pox. 

Now  that  the  district  is  completely  free  from  Small  Pox, 
there  is  no  further  need  to  make  Chicken  Pox  a notifiable 
disease. 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis,  etc.,  were  very  prevalent  during  the 
summer  months.  In  my  report  for  the  quarter  ending  September 
20th,  I pointed  out  that  one  third  of  the  entire  deaths  were  due 
to  these  causes. 
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Tlie  intense  heat,  and  the  .enormous  swarms  of  hies,  combined 
with  the  foul  condition  of  the  out-offices,  made  it  almost  impos- 
sible to  keep  food  stuffs  in  anything  like  a wholesome  condition. 
I pointed  out  that  from  inquiries  I had  made,  I ascertained  that 
here,  as  elsewhere,  large  quantities  of  condensed  skimmed  milk 
are  sold,  and  that  it  is  extensively  used  for  infants  and  young 
children.  On  the  tins  of  one  of  the  brands  are  printed  the  words, 
“ Condensed  milk,  machine  skimmed,  with  addition  of  refined 
sugar,  for  use  with  tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  for  cooking  purposes.” 
From  such  a description  some  persons  might  imagine  that  the 
skimming  and  sweetening  process  had  added  to  the  value  to  the 
milk.  Although  nothing  is  said  about  infants  and  young  children, 
there  is  no  question  that  it  is  largely  used  in  this  connection.  On 
the  tin  of  another  brand  it  is  stated  that  “ It  is  not  recommended 
as  sole  food  for  infants.”  It  is  impossible  to  ignore  the  fact  that 
such  milk  is  totally  unsuited  as  food  for  infants  and  young  chil- 
dren, and  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  regulate  the  sale  of  such 
so-called  milk.  Bills  were  posted  over  the  district,  advising' 
parents  and  others  to  abstain  from  feeding  their  children  upon 
such  stuff. 

If  poor  milk  is  given  to  an  infant,  the  child  keeps  sucking 
until  its  little  stomach  becomes  distended  in  its  eagerness  to 
appease  its  hunger,  with  the  result  that  vomiting  and  purging 
are  induced.  A child  thus  fed  is  always  hungry  and  fretful, 
and  is  never  satisfied,  and  of  course  cannot  possibly  thrive. 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  during  the  summer  months  to  see 
milk  in  bowls  and  tins  of  condensed  milk  on  the  kitchen  table 
almost  alive  with  flies,  which  had  to  be  scooped  out  before  the 
milk  could  be  used.  As  flies  are  the  great  carriers  of  disease, 
the  importance  of  keeping  all  food  stuffs  properly  protected  can 
be  ea,silv  understood. 

Measles. — Only  a few  cases  of  Measles  have  come  under  my 
observation  during  the  year.  In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to 
close  any  of  the  Schools  on  account  of  the  disease. 

Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  etc. — I can  only  repeat,  gentlemen, 
what  I have  said  before  when  commenting  upon  our  somewhat 
high  mortality  from  chest  affections,  that  the  north-east  winds 
in  winter  and  early  spring  are  very  trying  to  the  young  and  old, 
and  to  persons  of  a debilitated  constitution  generally. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  mothers  with  babies  in  their 
arms  out  of  doors  late  at  night,  irrespective  altogether  of  weather 
conditions.  Young  children,  too,  are  allowed  to  play  in  the 
streets  and  back  yards,  bare-footed  often,  and  otherwise  scantily 
and  improperly  clothed,  when  they  should  be  indoors — if  not 
asleep  in  bed.  In  mining  districts  such  as  ours,  the  night  shift 
men  are  exposed  to  those  sudden  atmospheric  changes  which 
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at  night  and  in  the  early  morning  are  very  trying  to  persons  who* 
are  more  or  less  exhausted  by  the  arduous  nature  of  their  em- 
ployment, and  therefore  less  able  to  resist  disease.  Our  houses,, 
as  a rule,  are  dry  and  well  built,  and  are  provided  with  through 
ventilation  and  a proper  system  of  drainage. 

Ringworm. — -Very  few  cases  of  Ringworm  have  come  under 
my  observation  during  the  year  ; and,  so  far  as  I know,  few,  if' 
any,  children  have  been  excluded  from  School  on  account  of  the 
disease. 

Milk. — Our  milk  is  of  good  quality  and  is  ample  for  all  our 
requirements.  Samples  are  taken  from  time  to  time  by  the 
officers  under  the  County  Council,  but  I am  not  aware  of  any 
convicitions  having  been  obtained  for  adulteration,  nor  am  I 
aware  of  any  milk  from  Tuberculous  cows  having  been  sold  or 
offered  for  sale. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. — Proceedings  under  this  Act  are  taken 
by  the  County  Council. 

Deposits  of  House  Refuse  and  Manure.— Complaints  were  made 
to  your  Officers  respecting  the  deposit  of  privy  ash-pit  refuse 
behind  South  Crescent,  Fence  Houses;  in  the  Quarry,  A e who t tie 
Village ; and  in  the  Quarry  between  Shiney  Row  and  Penshaw. 

The  offending  Contractors  were  written,  to  and  told  that  if  the 
offence  is  again  repeated,  proceedings  will  at  once  be  taken  by 
your  Council,  and  a penalty  asked  for. 

Drains  and  Sewers. — Your  inspector  has  been  obliged  to  have 
several  of  the  drains  opened  out  on  acount  of  obstructions  caused 
usually  by  all  kinds  of  objectionable  rubbish.  The  main  sewers 
are  flushed  and  disinfected  from  time  to  time,  and  after  periods 
of  protracted  drought. 

New  Seivers. — The  sewer  at  (trass well , Aewbottle,  has  been 
reconstructed  in  order  to  make  provision  for  the  extra  houses 
built  and  in  the  course  of  erection  in  this  part  of  the  district. 
Extensions  have  been  carried  out  at  Lumbton  Terrace,  Stanley 
Terrace,  Prompt  on  Terrace,  West  View,  and  Fence  Houses,  to- 
me et  the  requirements  of  the  new  houses  that  have  been  recently 
built  in  these  parts.  An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  between 
your  Council  and  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Sunderland  rela- 
tive to  the  connection  of  the  sewerage  from  Low  Newport  Estate, 
Silksworth,  to  the  main  sewer  belonging  to  the  latter  Authority, 
which  discharges  into  the  sea.  The  whole  of  the  Rows  at  the 
Freehold,  West  Rain  ton,  have  been  sewered,  and  branch  drains 
from  each  house  have  been  connected. 
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Stott's  Pasture,  Sedge-letch. — Owing  to  subsidence,  the  sewer 
had  to  be  relaid. 

Mary  and  Cross  Streets,  Dubmires. — Owing  to  defects,  the  old 
sewer  had  to  be  taken  up  and  relaid. 

Sunniside — South  and  Middle. — Owing  to  serious  defects  in 
the  old  sewers,  your  Council  are  busily  engaged  in  laying  down  a 
new  sewer,  and  the  Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries  are  connecting 
branch  drains  thereto  for  each  house. 

House  Drainage. — At  the  Freehold,  West  Rainton,  155  houses 
have  been  provided  with  branch  drains  and  trapped  gullies ; and 
new  branch  drains  are  being’  laid  to  the  South  and  Middle  Rowts, 
Sunniside,  as  above  stated. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works. — Sedgeletcli  and  South  Biddick 
Sewage  Farms.  These  works  are  well  attended  to,  and  the  efflu- 
ent appears  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  The  crops  as  a rule  are  well 
matured,  and  fair  prices  are  obtained  for  the  produce.  The 
Sewage  Works  at  the  William  Henry  Pit  had  to  be  enlarged  to 
meet  the  growing  requirements  of  this  part  of  the  district. 

Overcrowding.— Four  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  They  occurred  at  Beatrice  Terrace,  Pity 
Me,  Raglan  Row,  and  Newbottle.  In  many  cases,  this  is  the 
result  of'  the  occupiers  taking  in  lodgers  or  relatives  with  their 
wives  and  families  who  are  working  in  the  district,  or  who  are 
looking  for  work  and  have,  so  far,  been  unable  to  provide  houses 
of  their  own.  This  should  not  be  allowed  by  the  landlords,  for,  as 
a rule,  the  accommodation  is  only  sufficient  for  the  occupiers 
themselves. 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops. — There  are  three  registered  Milk 
Shops  in  the  district.  The  Co-operative  Society  at  Newbottle 
have  enlarged  their  premises  for  the  washing  and  storing  of 
their  milk  cans,  etc.,  as  agreed  upon  last  year.  Cold  and  hot 
water  are  supplied  for  washing  and  cooling  purposes. 

Cowsheds. — Mr.  William  Topliam  has  been  registered  as  a 
Cow  Keeper.  The  byres  and  dairies  are  regularly  and  system- 
atically inspected  by  your  Inspector,  and  by  your  Medical  Officer 
as  well,  when  occasion  requires.  As  a rule,  they  are  clean  and 
well  kept,  and  the  drainage,  air  space,  and  ventilation  appears 
to  be  in  accordance  with  your  Bye-Laws.  They  are  all  registered 
under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1884.  The 
cows  as  a rule  are  of  a good  class  and  are  well  cared  for,  and,  so 
far  as  I know,  they  have  been  free  from  all  infectious  disease. 
There  are  55  owners  registered,  and  880  cows  are  kept.  The 
utensils  receive  proper  attention.  All  the  Dairy  farms  in  the 
district  are  now  supplied  with  a plentiful  supply  of  pure  water 
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as  shown  by  recent  analysis.  Your  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Medical  Officer  are  the  only  inspectors  you  have  under  the  Order. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  18  registered  slaughter  houses 
in  the  district.  In  addition  to  the  regular  and  systematic  inspec- 
tion made  by  your  Inspector,  surprise  visits  are  made  from  time 
to  time  with,  I understand,  satisfactory  results.  When  the 
slaughtering  is  over,  everything  is  at  once  removed  to  a suitable 
place  some  distance  away.  The  walls  are  limewashed  from  time 
to  time,  and  the  premises  appear  to  be  clean  and  well  kept. 

Scavenging. — For  convenience,  the  district  is  divided  into  24 
Sub-districts,  and  the  work  is  let  by  Tender  triennually.  The 
present  Contracts  terminate  on  the  25th  of  March  next.  During 
the  year,  140  new  bouses  have  been  occupied,  for  which  the 
Contractors  are  paid  pro  rata  from  the  time  they  become 
tenanted.  The  total  number  of  houses  scavenged  by  Contract 
is  5,099,  at  a cost  of  £2,057  11s.  4d.,  being  at  the  rate  of  8s.  Id. 
per  house  per  year. 

The  majority  of  the  Contractors  have  done  their  work  well, 
while  others  at  times  have  been  most  dilatory  and  neglectful,  so 
that  your  Inspector  has  frequently  had  occasion  to  write  to  them 
threatening  to  employ  labour  and  have  the  work  done  at  their 
expense. 

It  is  a practice  of  some  of  the  Contractors  to  neglect  the 
scavenging  for  other  work  they  may  have  in  hand,  as  they  know 
that  24  hours’  notice  must  be  given  by  your  Inspector  before 
action  can  be  taken.  The  only  way  to  circumvent  such  persons 
is  for  the  Inspector  to  give  notice  before  the  out-offices  become  a 
nuisance,  and  to  remember  them  when  the  time  for  letting  the 
Contracts  comes  round. 

The  scavenging  of  the  district  is  of  all  importance,  and  the 
out-offices  should  be  regularly  and  systematically  inspected,  so 
as  to  ensure  that  the  conditions  of  the  Contracts  are  properly 
carried  out.  In  the  summer  months,  the  greatest  vigilance  is 
necessary  as  I am  satisfied  much  of  our  sickness  arises  from  the 
filthy  condition  of  some  of  our  out-offices. 

Ashpits  and  Privies. — Yotices  have  been  served  upon  the 
owners  of  220  houses  to  provide  properly  constructed  ash-closets 
in  place  of  the  objectionable  open  ash-pit  privies,  and  the  work 
of  remodelling  is  now  in  progress- — notably  at  the  Freehold. 

Water  Closets. — Two  new  Water  Closets  have  been  provided 
for  the  workmen  employed  at  the  Penshaw  Foundry;  and  six 
for  other  owners.  There  are  not  many  W.C.’s  in  the  district, 
as,  unfortunately,  our  water  supply  is  inadequate  for  their 
gen  e r a 1 a d o p t i o n . 
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Defective  Yard  Paving. — 173  notices  have  been  served  upon 
the  owners  of  houses  to  have  the  yards  cemented  and  otherwise 
done  up— notably  at  the  Freehold ; and  the  work  has  generally 
been  satisfactorily  carried  out.  A few*  notices  are  still  pending. 
In  order  to  prevent  surface  pollution,  all  yards  should  be 
cemented. 

Private  Streets. — Many  of  our  private  streets  are  in  an 
immediate  want  of  attention,  gentlemen — notably  at  Grasswell, 
Sliiney  How,  New  Penshaw,  High  Pottery  Yard,  NewTbottle, 
The  Dubmires,  The  Eaintons,  and  at  High  and  Low  Moorsley. 
Tliese  streets  were  all  referred  to  by  me  in  my  last  year’s  report. 
In  wet  weather,  they  are  in  a deplorable  condition,  so  that  foot 
traffic  is  almost  impossible  without  getting  over  the  boots. 

Pig  Styes. — Some  of  the  pig  styes  are  poorly  constructed,  and 
the  drainage  in  many  cases  is  defective. 

Animals  Improperly  Kept. — A number  of  hen-pens  and  rabbit 
hutches  have  been  cleared  out  of  the  yards.  Such  erections  in 
yards — which  as  a rule  are  too  small  for  anything  of  the  kind — - 
are  most  objectionable.  Besides  being  badly  kept,  too  often  they 
cause  dampness,  and  seriously  interfere  with  the  free  circulation 
of  air  in  the  yards  and  houses. 

Water  Supply. — Particulars  of  the  various  sources  of  our 
water  supply  and  distribution  were  given  in  detail  in  my  last 
year’s  report,  so  that  I do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  go  over  the 
same  ground  again.  Extensions  of  mains  have  been  made  at 
Lambton  Terrace,  Brompton  Terrace,  West  View,  Stanley  Ter- 
race, Meadow  Terrace,  and  Station  Avenue  to  supply  the  new 
houses  that  have  been  erected  in  these  parts. 

Stables  Farm. — A new  main  has  been  laid  to  this  farm  from 
a spring  650  yards  distant.  The  wTater  has  been  analysed  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  Had  the  new  water  not  been  provided, 
serious  consequences  would  have  arisen,  as,  owing  to  the  pro- 
tracted drought  during  the  summer,  the  old  supply  ran  short, 
and  water  had  to  be  carted  to  the  premises  in  barrels. 

The  acting  Trustees  of  six  houses  at  Wighams  Terrace, 
Penshaw,  had  a supply  of  water  connected  to  each  house. 

South  Farrington. — A supply  of  water  from  the  main  of  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  has  been  laid 
to  this  farm. 

Low  Lambton. — The  houses  here  are  supplied  from  a pump 
some  120  yards  distant  from  the  farthest  house.  An  application 
from  the  Penshaw  Parish  Council  to  have  the  water  laid  to  each 
house,  led  to  a correspondence  between  your  Council  and  the 
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Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries,  Ltd.,  who  have  offered  to  put 
the  water  into  the  houses  if  the  tenants  will  agree  to  pay  a 
fixed  weekly  rent.  The  matter  is  still  under  consideration. 

Quarry  House,  Penshaw. — The  owners  have  a:greed  to  lay  a 
supply  of  wrater  to  the  house,  and  to  carry  out  other  repairs  to 
make  the  house  habitable. 

Spa  Well. — This  well,  near  Coxgreen,  has  been  repaired,  and 
is  now  in  good  working  order. 

Sunniside . — The  Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries  Company  are 
negotiating  with  the  Miners’  representatives  with  a view  of  having 
the  water  laid  to  each  house  here.  This  is  a most  important 
matter,  as  my  remarks  on  Typhoid  Fever  will  show,  and  I 
earnestly  hope  the  negotiations  will  be  successful. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909 — Our  mode  of  pro- 
cedure under  the  Act  is  for  your  Inspector  and  myself  to  inspect 
so  many  houses  every  month  and  report  to  your  Council,  with  a 
view  of  deciding  what  action  should  be  taken  with  respect  to  the 
houses  found  to  be  in  an  insanitary  condition.  The  following 
is  a list  of  the  houses  thus  inspected  : — -Morton  Engine  Cottages, 
4 ; Pity  Me  House,  1 ; William  Henry  Pit  Cottages,  5 ; Patten 
Row,  4;  Morton  Crescent,  29;  and  South  Crescent,  7 — total,  50. 

With  regard  to  the  four  houses  at  Morton  Engine,  which  are 
in  a very  dilapidated  condition,  the  owners  have  promised  to 
submit  plans  to  your  Council  for  their  re-construction.  Plans 
are  also  to  be  submitted  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  houses  at  the 
William  Henry  Pit,  which  are  in  a similar  condition  to  the  above. 

The  owners  of  four  houses  at  Patten  Pow,  Fence  Houses,  have 
decided  to  have  them  remodelled,  as  they  are  of  a poor  class,  and 
the  situation  is  unsuitable. 

Pity  Me  House. — This  house  is  to  be  overhauled  and  provided 
with  a supply  of  water. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  — Part  IY.  and  cer- 
tain sections  comprised  in  Parts  II.  and  III.  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907,  are  now  in  force  in  certain  con- 
tributory places  within  the  district. 

Housing  Conditions  Generally — Wooden  Erections  at  Stoney- 
gate  Waterworks. — The  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water 
Company  have  built  a permanent  dwelling  house  in  substitution 
of  wooden  huts  erected  temporarily  during  the  construction  of 
the  waterworks. 

Middle  Rainton. — 40,  Behind  Front  Street,  and  63a,  Slate 
Row.  Both  of  these  houses,  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
had  become  operative,  have  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and  the 
Closing  Orders  cancelled. 
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46,  47,  48,  49  and  50,  Gate  Row ; three  houses  in  Double  Row 
East;  104,  105,  106,  108  and  109,  Lewis  Street;  148,  near  Primi- 
tive Chapel:  152,  153,  76  and  77,  Slate  Row  North.  Closing 
Orders  in  respect  of  these  properties  having  become  operative, 
the  District  Council  served  Demolition  Orders.  As  they  were 
not  complied  with,  the  District  Council  were  compelled  to  take 
action  and  let  a contract  for  the  work.  The  houses  have  all 
been  demolished. 

47  and  48,  Pit  House  Lane.  These  houses  were  closed  by  the 
District  Council,  but  as  they  had  been  sold,  and  the  new  owner 
promised  to  demolish  the  same,  no  further  action  was  taken. 

Freehold. — Cement  floors  have  been  laid  in  the  houses,  new 
spouting  put  up,  and  other  repairs  have  been  carried  out. 

Pit  House  Lane,  Leamside.— The  owner  of  a house  here  was 
called  upon  to  provide  proper  sanitary  conveniences.  The  work 
is  nearly  finished. 

Grainger  Terrace. — Owing  to  defective  construction,  the 
gullies  become  choked  up  and  have  to  be  opened  out  from  time  to 
time.  During  the  past  year,  the  scavenging  has  been  better 
attended  to,  although  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  The 
streets  are  uneven  and  require  putting  into  proper  form.  The 
wooden  erections  are  receiving  more  attention  from  the  owners, 
and  are  therefore  less  objectionable  than  formerly. 

Middle  Rainton. — -154,  and  155,  Lewis  Street.  Owner  given 
one  month  in  which  to  commence  work  of  repairs.  If  nothing  is 
done,  Closing  Orders  are  to  be  served. 

Blacksmith’  s Yard,  West  Rainton. — The  owner  of  three  houses 
here  has  been  given  one  month  in  which  to  carry  out  certain 
repairs.  If  nothing  is  done,  Closing  Orders  are  to  be  served. 

East  Rainton. — The  owner  of  four  houses  had  been  served 
with  Notice  to  provide  proper  sanitary  conveniences.  The 
Notice,  I understand,  has  been  complied  with. 

Penshaw  Place. — The  District  Council  have  been  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  owners  of  certain  houses  here  as  to  the  demoli- 
tion of  insanitary  conveniences  in  the  front  street.  The  owners 
have  agreed  to  demolish,  and  construct  new  ones  in  suitable 
positions. 

Penshaw  Place. — -An  Order  was  served  for  the  closing  of  a 
house  here,  but  the  owner  is  now  engaged  in  carrying  out  the 
necessary  repairs. 

Winter’s  Terrace,  Sidney  Row. — -The  owner  of  a house  here 
was  written  to,  to  repair  his  property  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Surveyor,  but  so  far,  nothing  has  been  done. 

No.  1,  South  Back  Lane,  N ewhottle. — The  owner  has  promised 
to  rebuild  this  house  in  the  Spring.  Meanwhile  the  tenant  is  to 
vacate  the  house. 
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Herrington  Burn . — A Public  Urinal  lias  been  erected  in  the 
Parish  of  West  Herrington.  This  supplied  a long  felt  want,  and 
is  much,  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants. 

Barrack  Row , and  WMte/ield  Pit,  SJiiney  Row.—- The  Lambton 
and  Hetton  Collieries  Company  are  rebuilding  these  houses. 
They  are  old  and  of  a poor  type.  When  the  work  is  finished,  a 
great  improvement  will  have  been  effected. 

West  R ainton. — Your  Surveyor  was  instructed  to  serve  notices 
upon  the  owners  of  14  houses  in  Church  Street  6 in  Blacksmith’s 
Yard,  5 in  Post  Office  Yard,  and  23  in  Johnstone’s  Buildings,  to 
provide  properly  constructed  ash-closets  for  each  house. 

7die  Old  Hall,  West  Rainton. — Plans  for  the  reconstruction 
of  the  old  buildings  behind  the  Old  Hall  have  been  approved 
by  your  Council,  and  it  is  intended  to  proceed  with  the  work  as 
early  as  possible. 

High  and  I^oio  Moorsley. — The  houses  and  streets  are  practi- 
cally in  the  same  condition  as  when  I commented  upon  them  in 
my  last  year’s  report.  The-  houses  are  old  and  of  a poor  type,  and 
the  roads  and  footpaths  are  worn  and  uneven,  and  require  making 
up  and  chanelling,  and  more  surface  water  gullies  should  be  pro- 
vided to  carry  off  the  surface  water. 

Spouting. — Although  many  of  the  houses  at  the  Freehold  and 
other  parts  of  the  district  have  been  respouted,  defective  spouting 
is  still  common  in  many  parts  of  the  district.  Owners  should  be 
compelled  to  provide  proper  spouting  to  their  houses,  and  they 
should  be  made  to  have  them  regularly  and  systematically 
examined  and  cleaned  out.  When  this  is  neglected,  they  become 
choked  up  with  dirt  and  grass,  and  do  more  harm  than  good. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  factories  and  workshops  have 
been  examined  by  your  Inspector  and  myself  in  the  usual  way. 

At  Pensliaw  Foundry,  two  Water  Closets  have  been  put  in 
for  the  use  of  the  workmen.  This  was  one  of  the  complaints  in 
my  last  year’s  report.  At  Pensliaw  Brick  Works,  Penshaw, 
additional  closets  have  been  provided  for  the  female  workers. 
In  other  respects,  everything  was  in  order.  The  air  space,  ven- 
tilation and  drainage,  were  all  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act.  We  have  no  bakehouses  or  dangerous  trades 
in  the  district.  The  following  places  come  under  the  above 
Act : — 

Philadelphia  Engine  Works  and  Repairing  Shops. 

Philadelphia  Joinery  Shops. 

I)  urham  Counties’  Electric  Power  Station. 

Sunderland  District  Tramways  Company’s  Works. 

Penshaw  Iron  Foundry. 

Herrington  Brick  Works. 

Yewbottle  Co-operative  Stores  and  Workshops,  Yewbottle. 

Chester-le-Street  Co-operative  Stores,  Fence  Houses,  and 

Penshaw  Brick  Works,  Penshaw. 
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The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. — Tlie  above  Act  has  not 

been  adopted  by  your  Council,  nor  have  you  appointed  a Health 
Visitor.  In  districts  where  this  has  been  done,  there  has  been  a 
marked  reduction  in  the  Infant  mortality.  The  Registrar  is 
still  instructed  to  give  to  the  parents  and  others  at  the  registra- 
tion of  the  births,  a printed  circular  giving  full  instructions 
as  to  the  feeding,  clothing,  and  general  management  of  infants 
and  young  children,  which,  if  properly  studied  and  acted  upon, 
cannot  fail  to  prove  of  immense  service  to  the  young  and  inex- 
perienced mother,  who  is  willing  and  anxious  to  do  the  best 
she  can  for  her  helpless  offspring,  but  who,  from  lack  of  know- 
ledge, lamentably  fails  in  her  maternal  duties. 

Midwives. — We  have  no  practising  midwives  in  the  district 
suitable  for  registration  under  the  new  Rule. 

Cerebro=Spinal  Fever,  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis. — The  Memor- 
andum of  the  Local  Government  Board  dealing  with  the  above, 
and  suggesting  the  advisability  of  making  both  notifiable  diseases, 
so  as  to  protect  and  safeguard  the  district,  was  brought  before 
your  Council  by  me  in  one  of  my  reports. 

I advised  your  Council  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  but,  as  neither  disease  was  known  to 
be  in  the  district,  it  was  decided  to  defer  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  for  the  present. 

School  Inspection. — Medical  Inspectors  have  been  appointed 
for  the  systematic  examination  of  the  school  children  in  the 
district. 

Disinfection  of  Elementary  Schools. — Your  Council  agreed  to 
undertake  the  disinfection  of  such  schools  when  necessary  at  the 
expense  of  the  County  Council. 

County  Consumption  Hospital . — A Conference,  called  by  the 
County  Council,  was  held  at  Durham  to  consider  the  question 
of  providing  a County  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  consumptive 
cases,  at  which  representatives  of  your  Council  were  present.  The 
Conference  could  not  come  to  an  agreement  on  the  subject,  and 
nothing  has  been  done  since. 

New  Houses. — Plans  have  been  passed  for  199  new  buildings, 
and  17  for  alterations  to  existing  buildings  during  the  year. 
^Notwithstanding  the  great  activity  in  the  building  trade,  the 
demand  for  houses  is  as  great  as  ever.  All  over  the  district, 
houses  appear  to  spring  up  with  magical  rapidity,  and  no  sooner 
are  they  ready  for  occupation,  than  they  are  inhabited. 

Water  Examination. — At  my  suggestion,  gentlemen,  two 
samples  of  our  drinking  water  were  bacteriologically  examined 
by  Professor  Hutchens,  Bacteriologist,  University  of  Durham 
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College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  December  15th,  with, 
I am  pleased  to  say,  satisfactory  results. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  report : — • 

University  of  Durham  College  of  Medicine, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Report  upon  the  bacteriological  examination  of  two 
samples  of  water  received  from  Dr.  Park,  on  behalf  of  the 
Houghton-le-Spring  Rural  District  Council,  on  December 
loth,  1911. 

Sample  No  1,  taken  f rom  a Street  Tap  at  Shiney  Row. 
Bacillus  Coli  Test:  Negative  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  enteritidis  Sporogenes  Test:  Negative  in  25 
c.c.  and  in  10  c.c. 

Streptococci  : Not  found  in  10  c.c.  The  total  number  of 
organisms  found  on  gelatine  plates  incubated  at 
20°  C.  for  48  hours  was  400  per  T c.c.,  on  which 
number  150  were  liquefices. 

Sample  No  2,  taken  from  a Tap  at  Middle  Sunniside. 
Bacillus  Coli  Test:  Negative,  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  enteritidis  Sporogenes  Test:  Negative  in  25 
c.c.  and  in  10  c.c. 

Streptococci  : Not  found  in  10  c.c.  The  total  number  of 
organisms  found  on  gelatine  plates  incubated  at 
20°  C.  for  48  hours  was  400  per  T c.c.,  of  which 
number  220  were  liquefices. 

The  source  of  these  waters,  is,  I understand,  a deep  well 
passing  through  the  magnesian  limestone  into  the  underlying 
yellow  sands,  and  the  samples  were  taken  from  taps  in  the 
area  of  distribution.  Relying  on  the  results  of  these  two 
examinations,  the  water  is,  in  my  opinion,  perfectly  satis- 
factory for  the  purposes  of  domestic  use. 

(Signed)  F.  J.  Hutchens. 

The  Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries  Company,  Limited As  you 

know,  gentlemen,  the  Lambton  and  Hetton  Coal  Company  are 
the  great  employers  of  labour,  and  owners  of  much  of  the  cottage 
property  in  the  district,  so  that  it  is  right  and  proper  that  I should 
make  some  reference  to  the  improvements  they  have  made  to  their 
property  during  the  past  year. 

I am  again  indebted  to  Councillor  Palliser  for  a detailed 
list  of  the  work  done,  but  as  the  space  at  my  disposal  is  too 
limited  to  enter  into  detail,  I can  only  refer  to  the  work  in  general 
terms.  As  you  know,  gentlemen,  the  Company  keep  a large  staff 
of  workmen  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding,  overhauling',  and 
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keeping*  in  repair,  the  large  amount  of  property  owned  by  them 
all  over  the  district.  They  are  pulling  down  and  rebuilding 
many  of  their  old  houses — notably  at  Barrach  Bow  and  White- 
field  Pit,  Shiney  Bow,  and  are  busily  engaged  in  reconstructing 
all  the  old  out-offices ; while  repairs  of  a general  character  have 
been  carried  out  all  over  the  district. 

The  Agents  are  always  willing  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions of  your  Officers,  and  to  give  prompt  effect  to  the  require- 
ments of  your  Council. 

Death=rate. — The  population,  as  ascertained  by  the  Census 
Beturns  at  the  middle  of  the  year,  is  in  excess  of  the  estimated 
population  upon  which  our  rates  were  based  for  last  year.  All 
our  rates  seem  to  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the  County, 
and  our  birth-rate,  as  usual,  is  higher,  as  will  be  seen  from  a 
perusal  of  the  Chief  Yital  Statistics  for  the  Administrative 
County  of  Durham,  for  a copy  of  which  I am  indebted  to  Dr. 
Hill,  and  I offer  him  my  thanks.  Considering  the  trying  and 
phenomenal  Summer,  and  the  outbreaks  of  Small  Pox,  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  Diphtheria  we  had  to  contend  with,  and  the  fact  that 
we  are  altogether  a mining  population,  I think  we  may  reasonably 
congratulate  ourselves  upon  our  Statistical  Beturns. 

As  usual,  gentlemen,  you  will  find  much  in  my  Beport  with 
which  you  are  already  familiar.  This  cannot  be  avoided,  as  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  County  Council  expect  me  to  keep 
them  acquainted  with  all  matters  of  importance  brought  before 
your  Council  during  the  year,  and,  as  such  matters  are  only 
brought  to  their  knowledge  through  my  Annual  Beport,  repeti- 
tion in  some  things  is  unavoidable. 

I must  thank  you  again,  gentlemen,  for  your  unvarying  kind- 
ness, and  for  the  ready  and  willing  consideration  you  always  give 
to  my  recommendations  and  suggestions.  As  a Health  Authority, 
everything  calculated  to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  people,  and 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  generally,  meets  with  your 
hearty  approval. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  S.  PABK. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1911  and  previous 
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covered  by  water),  13,190,  Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  5,200  1911 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4 ) 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 
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Isolation  Hospital : Newbottle  Isolation  Hospital. 

Total  available  Beds,  12.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated, 
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TABLE  III.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1911. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “ Residents'’ 

Total 

whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Deaths 

whether  of 

Ui 

u 

u 

u 

L 

“Resi- 

Causes  of  Death. 

r-H 

CD 

d . 

£ £ 

s 

% s 

CD 

'd  • 

G u 

CD 

•d  • 

d • 

s 2 

<D 

dents ” or 
“Non-Resi- 

All 

® a 

^ d 

d c i 

d d 

d d 

3 cS 

d *3 

dents”  in 

Ages. 

d 0> 
d >» 

d SL 

c * 

d 
c _ 

« t 

Institu- 

c3  CS 

cSg 

«•  g' 

tions  in  the 

rH 

Cvl 

LO 

10 

rH 

«o 

District. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

A11  /Certified  ... 

413 

147 

44 

19 

11 

17 

43 

48 

84 

All  causes  | Uncertified 

1 

... 

• • • 

1 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

10 

1 

2 

2 

5 

5 

Small  Pox  ... 

Measles 

4 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

1 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

i 

Influenza 

... 

• • • 

Erysipelas  ... 

• • • 

... 

, . , 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis)  ... 

18 

• . . 

. . . 

1 

6 

11 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

4 

2 

1 

1 

• • • 

. . • 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Rheumatic  Fever  .. 

13 

3 

5 

... 

3 

... 

1 

i 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14 

. • . 

1 

i 

i 

7 

4 

Bronchitis  ... 

36 

13 

5 

2 

• • • 

4 

6 

6 

Broncho-Pneumonia 
Pneumonia  (all  other 

18 

9 

5 

3 

... 

... 

1 

• • • 

forms) 

Other  diseases  of  Respir- 

30 

6 

8 

2 

3 

5 

4 

2 

atory  Organs 

4 

29 

0 

Dm! 

. . . 

1 

1 

. . . 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 
Appendicitis  and  Typh- 

43 

1 

11 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

2 

litis 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

... 

Alcoholism  ... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

. . . 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Dis- 

4 

6 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

2 

2 

ease  ...  ...  . . . 

. . • 

. . • 

. . . 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and  Dis- 

1 

... 

••  • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

eases  of  Pregnancy  and 
Parturition 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  includ- 
ing Premature  Birth  . 

73 

70 

3 

... 

... 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide  ... 

10 

... 

... 

0 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Suicides 

. . . 

... 

... 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . . 

. . • 

. . . 

• . • 

Heart  Disease 

23 

12 

. . . 

... 

. . • 

. . . 

4 

8 

11 

. • • 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

91 

2 

1 

9 

1 

6 

13 

54 

« • « 

known  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.... 

... 

414 

147 

44 

19 

11 

17 

44 

48 

84 

6 

35 


% 


TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  191 1. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


i 

Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1 month. 

1-3  Months. 

3-6  Months. 

6-9  Months. 

9-12  Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 Year. 

, f Certified 

32 

7 

9 

2 

50 

33 

15 

24 

25 

147 

All  causes  t TT  , .a  , 

( Uncertified  ... 

... 

... 

• • • 

... 

... 

• •• 

... 

... 

/Small-pox 

. . . 

... 

1 Chicken-pox 

/ Measles 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

♦ . . 

. . • 

. • • 

1 Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

\ Whooping-cough 

i 

f Diarrhoea 

i 

4 

6 

\ Enteritis 

8 

5 

4 

6 

23 

| Tuberculous  Meningitis 

. « . 

* * * 

< Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

1 

1 Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

( Congenital  Malformations 

. . • 

. . . 

*8 

! Premature  Birth 
\ Atrophy,  Debility  and 

6 

1 

1 

8 

18 

1 

9 

V Marasmus 

23 

3 

6 

1 

33 

l 

62 

Atelectasis  ... 

. . • 

. • « 

Injury  at  Birth 

. . . 

. . . 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

Syphilis 

. . . 

. . . 

Rickets 

. . * 

. . . 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

3 

2 

• • • 

1 

6 

Convulsions 

2 

2 

i 

5 

. . • 

2 

2 

1 

10 

Gastritis 

. . . 

. • . 

. * • 

. . • 

, ♦ • 

. . . 

Laryngitis 

. . . 

. • • 

. . . 

. . . 

10 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ... 

i 

i 

2 

2 

3 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

2 

5 

4 

12 

Suffocation,  overlying 

. • . 

. • • 

. . • 

. • • 

. . . 

Other  causes 

1 

i 

i 

3 

• • • 

. . . 

1 

4 

32 

7 

9 

2 

50 

33 

15 

24 

25 

147 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year  of  • 

r legitimate  infants 

...  904 

s illegitimate  infants 

...  36 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  - 

' legitimate  infants 

illegitimate  infants 

...  132 

...  15 

TABLE  V. 


Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


CHIEF  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  1911,  and  their  comparison  with 
1910  and  the  average  of  the  ten  years,  1901 — 1910. 


Estimated  Population  (1911)  ...  •••  983,780 

„ ,,  (1910)  916,150 


r 

Annual  Kates 
per  1,000 
Population. 

Mean 

Kate 

for 

10  Years 
1901-1910. 

1911 

1910 

Birth-rate 

31*7 

32*5 

84  5 

Death-rate 

* 16H 

14-8 

16-7 

Zymotic  Death-rate  ... 

3-01 

1*53 

2 13 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  births) 

158 

126 

149 

Small-pox 

Nil 

Nil 

0-007 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-07 

0*07 

0 13 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 

0*16 

0*16 

0-21 

Fever  (Enteric  and  Continued) 

0-16 

0-09 

015 

Measles 

0*44 

0*19 

0-38 

Whooping  Cough 

0-38 

024 

0-34 

Diarrhoea 

1 77 

0-76 

0*89 

Phthisis 

0*88 

0-83 

0-98 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

0-61 

0*61 

0-77 

Acute  respiratory  diseases  ... 

2*39 

2*29 

2-73 

T.  Eustace  Hill, 

9th  January , 1912.  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


